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Over1 Iéikh
doctors in rural
SHCs by 2022
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ccording to the Union

health ministry, vul-

nerable populations in
rural, tribal and hilly areas
are extremely under-served.
In 2006, only 26% of doctorsin
India resided in rural areas,
serving72% of India’s popula-
tion. Another study found
that the urban density of doc-
tors is nearly four times that
in ‘rural areas, and that of
nurses is three times higher
thanrural areas.

As of March 2010, undue
delays in recruitments result-
ed in high vacancies even in
available posts at health cen-
tres — over 34% for male
health workers arenot in posi-
tion, while 38% of radiogra-
pher posts, 16% of laboratory
technician posts, 31% of spe-
cialist posts, 20% of pharma-
cist posts, 17% of ANM posts
and 10% of doctor posts are
vacant.

Overall, human resources
in health shortfalls range
from 63% for specialists to
10% for allopathic doctors.
Thepast fewdecadeshavealso
seenthedisappearance of cer-
tain cadres — village health
guides and traditional birth
attendants, first instituted in
1986. “They have. now de-
creased to a point of non-ex-
istence,” the reportsaid.

The panel said, “The
BRMS degree should be link-
ed to State Health Sciences
Universities. BRMS students
should be taught in local set-
tings where they liveand work
and the faculty should be
drawn both from existing
teaching institutions and re-
tired teachers. The faculty
should include non-physician
specialists from the fields of
public health and social sci-
ences,”

According to the panel, it
is expected that full coverage
of BRMSs at the sub-centre
will be achieved by 2030. The-
panel recommended the pro-
duction of 172 BRMS colleges
in phase A, 163 BRMS colleges
in Phase B and 213 BRMS col-
legesinPhaseC.

“This would enable posi-
tioning of rural health practi-
tioners at 1.14 lakh SHCs by
the year 2022 and facilitate ou-
treach to rural populations.”

the panelsaid
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